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December 4, 1874,

Dear Merald: Bluce I arrived In
this stato business inatters have so en-
grossed my attention that 1 have not
hinel time 10 write, and searcely time
it louk at places of auflicient intevost
to write about. This must be my
apology for haviug nothing better to
offer this thme,

Wo reached Washington on the
morning of the 24th wlit,, having
branched off at Cluciunati, instend ol

coming direct by way of Parkersburg, |

In order to make n visit to the pretiy

Iittle clty of Mt. Vernon, Ohlo, where '

wao spent two plensant davs, leaving
there In the stterncon of the 23d.
The eplendid scenery of the Alles
ghany and Blue Ridge mountains,
which I have often cujoyed, were
passed In the night,

Washington City has Immensely
fmproved in appearance sinco I last
raw it. Vast sums of money have
been exponded upon the streets, parks
nund public grounds. I'avewents
have Leen laid on cvery street and
avenue, which were only graded be-
fore, and a fow of the princlipal ones
gravelled. The pavemenis nare the
Nicholson, the concrete or else, the
fumous Seneca sandstone. ‘I'he work
still goos on, notwithstanding the
grouns of the outruged taxpuyers,
who bear two-thirds of the expense,
the remaluder being met by congress-
lonal appropriation. The exhorbi-
taut tnxation has seriously retarded
the growth and impalred the business
of the clty. I asked the proprietor
of the hotel what the citizens gencr-
ally thought of Doss Shepherd. H
would hardly be the proper thing to
give his unswor verbatim, It was
short, 1o the point, and not at all ele-
gant, It is supposed that Shepherd
nnd his nssociates made more mouey
thana strict construction of the moral
law warrauted when they had charge
of the public expenditures, Buch o
suspicion is not ealculnted to fustor
amienble relations between thy tax-
payer and thie public servants,

The cxperiments fn the matter of
city goverument, made under the
present reglne, have not proved sat-
jsfactory to the respectable nnd sub-
stantial eclement of the population.
In fuct tho disgnst and dissatisfaction
are indeseribable, and the tax-ruined
people expeot rollef from mo other
source but congress, They want the
good old times when congresy gov-
erued the city and Uunele Sam for-
nished the purse, They contend that
the Distyiet is the property of the
Unlted Srates, thas the patriotie
pride of the country would Le grati-
fied at the speedy and graud devolop-
ment of the national capltal, and fur-
ther, that it would bo manifestly un-
just for the bona flde citizens to bear
ull the taxation, or eveu n considera-
ble share of It, while so lnarge o num-
Lor of citizons of other states, who
never bear nny of the burdens of tax-
atlon, make the city their iome only
so long ns Lthey ave supporied by ted-
oral patronnge, This nrgument sccine
invinelbly strong to those luteresied,
but In what light It will be regarded
by congress Is quite a matter of con-
Jocture.

Auxions to get to the country,
where [ should have a good opportu-
nity of revovering from the fatigue
of travel, I deferred visiting the pub-
lie buildings until my return to the
city, which will hein n few days, |
‘went to the Treasury departiment to
visit o lady friend who Is engaged In
connting that which ia the maln-
spring of the world, Ilad the honor
of an Introduction to Gen, Spinuner,
the United States treasurer. When
wo entered hils rooin he wne endony-
oring to convince three ludlies, who
desired employmont, that he had no
vacaucles in his department, The
spokos-woman refused to be cons
vineced, aud montloned acortaiin room
that was not filled. “My God!
madnm,” sald the biuff old gentle-
man, “I oan't put & thousand ladjes
In & rovm that holde only twelve,
Even If [ counld, it wouldn't be honest,

you kuew.” Tho ladies utrwed.l

——

aud L was prosented. After a hearty
shake, he sald: “You Missouriuns
have & hard pame.” Not knowing
what roferenco was contained In his
romark—whothor it was the (to him)
naughty political situation of the
state, or what Mr. Schurz will per-
sist In calling “lawlessuices” —uud not
earing to provoke a discussion upon
elther of these poluts, I modestly ob-
servod that peoplo often acquired
reputntions for which they are not
responsible, Here my fuir friend
told the gencraul my profession.
[ *Well,” snid he, **cditors are no worse
| than other people. Ministers of the

{gospel alono occupy that position
inow, This Is a bad tlme on the
prenchers.” From thie It might Lo
inferred that his bump of venerntion
Is not over-developed; and possibly
this is the case, but he I8 Iminensely
popular with every one who has the
good luck to know him, and his gen-
ulue good honmor aud kinduess of
heurt are proverblal. Everybody In
familiar with his siguature, nml it js
the common fmpression (nt least it
was mine) that the hieroglyphilos on
the treasury notes that stand for his
nanic are theresull of slow and paina-
taking Inbor with the pen. [ was
astounished Lo see him dash It off with
uncommon guickness as he wroto me
A pass Lo visit the rooma occupied by
tlre Division of Issnes, Here all the
money lssued by the government is
counted. 1 hurvied out of it as soon
as politencss permitied, for I ean
conceive of no sight more tantalizing
to & country editor than those huge
piles of nice, new, erisp greenbacks,

Marlborough, the county seat of
this conunty, whither business called
me a few days ago, is aquaint old
villnge of some five hundred inhabi-
tanta, Lts records date back toubout
the year 1640, heing the thirvd place
acitled in the stute of Maryland. lte
business men are not enterprising)
enpugh to ndapt themsclves to the
new conditien of things consequent
upon the nbolishment of slavery, and
to not thevefore retain the trade of
oeren the Immediate nelghborhood.
They secin content with the custom
of those who cannot go clsewhere,
and enjoy a kind of fossil existence,
The two excellont papers published
there, the Guzette and Lrinee Geor-
giéan, nover containa home advertise-
ment, but ave crowded with the invi-
tations of tho merchants of Dalil-
more, Washington and Alexandria,
to the eitizens of this county to come
aud deal with them. Muarlborough
lias an unfortunate locatlon, helug
crowded between the hills and adja-
cont to a large awamp, which affords
an Inexhaustible amount of malnria.
Malarlal discascs are very common
here ; more o than any othier class of
disorders, except pulinonary com-
plaints, In common with Delaware,
New Jersey, casiern Pennsylvania,
New York and the New Eugland
states, consumption rages here, caus-
Ing, to P'ref. Donaldson of Baltimore,
twenty per cent, of the deaths, The
cold, changeable ellinate is considered
Ly him to greatly Influence this result,

In golng to Baltimere on Monday,
I had the pleasure of meoting on the
cara my old friend, Capt. Wells, of
the Port Tobacco Zimes, which the
Jlerald claims as one of ita most wel-
come cxchanges. The Captaln s an
esrnest advocate of the true political
faith, and has been ably bLattling for
it through his jourual tor more thun
thirty years.

1 have Just returned from n visit of
inspection to the Houso of leforma-
tlon for colored chilldren, sliuated
about three willes off, This institu-
tion was creatnd to meet n want that
wns deeply feit. The colored popus
Intlon Is very lurie in this state. [ta
viclous youths are debarred by the
terms of Ita chiarter from adminslon
Into tho Hlouse of RNefuge, and conse-
quently the ponitentiary and county
Ijnill weoro filled with them: 'T'his wns

tolt to bo unjudt anil uywise. After
much exertion on the part of those
intereated in the provention of crime,
n cliarter was procured In the year
1870, and $10,000 appropriated by the
wtato contingent upon the subserip-

An ncllve canvass secured $10,000
more than tho required amount. In
1872-8 40,000 wero appropriated by
the state and the city of Baltimore,

one hundred and forty-eight fuet.
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teaching of the various trades.

intendent, Gen, Jonn W, llorn, m

eltion,

tion,
party,

woull have a resident minister,

man?"  “Yes, T think he's a big man

in another form:

ain’t mwarvied and ain't lkely to.”
“Good evening, sir; I nm very much
obliged for the Informution.”

J. AL M,

IWTI;‘A.I.—;:I;;; BOOK Y.
Editors Herald: [ notlce In the

stnte to meet at the county scnts of
system of school books which shall

yonrs, nud by which teachers and pa-
trons are to be govarned.

needeld in this country, and Lincoln
county in particular.

had to get a variety of books,
teachier wanted the bouk that pur-

pupil's book bex,and not his lead,
wus filled with learning. This luw

programme,
Now ns n varlety of authors anil

of falsehioods,
bo treated with contempt have been

make it, lustead of a storchouse of
useful knowledge, one of vieo and er-
ror. Thisisowing mainly andalmuost
entlrely to tho use of northern school
books, OQur public schouls have been
crammed forso long with these books,
thut ninety-nine out of every hun-
dred childvon, nnd abaut’half as many

tion by private parties of $30,000.

making a total of $00,000, There aro
alrondy erected three large handsomne
bulldings, and others will follow ns
fast as they can be constructed, The
maln bullding s three stories high
with Lasement, aud shows a frout of
It
contains the superintendent’s resi-
denee, offices, assembly room, dinisng
The other buildings con.
tain schiool roowms, dormitories, cells
fur the refractory lnmntes, ete. Work
shops will soon Le crected for the
The
buildings are belng ereeted under the
admirable management of the super-

officer ln every way fitted for the po-
For six years he was warden
of the Maryland penitentiary, aud
from costing the state huudreds of
thousamds of dollars annuvally he
brought it to be nearly sclf-sustaining.

Nearly every one flatters himself
that he can determine, more or loss
nceurately, the character of the mind
by tho countenance, but I had my
self-ostimate ns a physiognomist sadly
lowered to-day. NReturning from the
llouse of Ileformation, 1 rode by
Cheltenham station, where an Epls-
copal ehureh Is In process ol comple-
From the appcaranve of the
bullding, 1 Judged the minister to
belong to the advanced high-chureh
I addressed mysell to the|
wmost intellectual-logking of the car-
penters, nnd asked him it the chorch
le
veplicd that ke didu’t kuow ; that
Rev. Mr. Gordon of Croom had the
church built, “Is he a high-church

among *em.” Thinking to make my
meaning pluiner, 1 put the qusstion
*Ia he n pitunlist ¥
“Oh, yen, ho lives all by himselt ; ho

new school law a provision requiring
the presidents of the boards of edu-
cation in the several counties of the

their respective counties, to adopt a

continue as a stundard system for tive

1 consider this law just and appro-
priate, and one that has been long

llere now ls
room for Loth reform amd improve-
ment, Every porson who has gono
to a variety of teachers, knows he
This

haps lie used to study, sny along thne
ngo, when he was a boy ; and another
had nltogether different ideas, and
must havea book that would conform
to them, and tho consequence was the

wlil serivusly affect this part of the

books hiave been Introduced Into the
schools, s0 have some of tho bascst
Dooks that ought to

placed Into the hands of the delleale
ghild to contaminate Its miud, and

patrons, have formed the fden thut
they are ‘entfiely depemdent upon
northern authors and publishers for
ull the correct Information that they
ever expeut to got. The child, If at-
tentive, notices where lia bouk is
published; he finds all of his Lodks
uorthern, aid of course If he forms
an oplulon of our two sections, It | Lot overy fal

will be an extremcly poor one that
hio forms of tho one In which hellves,
There ara sotithern publishing houses,
and they publish good Looks—books
that Mo written by men of fine tal.
ent, aud why not use them? Thore
are men who have tho greatest of
hostility to  northern Iustitutions,
who condemn what they term the
Yuankee government of the north,
that quietly and tamely snbmit to
these books and nllow thelr contents
to be forced Into the bralns of thelr
ehlldren. And why, oli, our fathers,
do you allow this to be done? Aro
you not aware that these yery prinel-
ples which you abhor are forming the
very masonry s it were of your
child's education? Stlll day after
day you are submitting to it. Truly
may this question he placed nmong
the unnnawerable, That very kuowl-
edge which many n man ls laboring
to give his ehild, IT he were to eon-
slder deeply for ouly a few minutes,
lie would snateh It away as If it were
o polson,

I do (ot pretend to say this evil
tendency extends to all northorn
Looks; but I shall oppose them when
corrosponding southern books ean
bo had, As fur ns arithmotie, alge-
lira, grammar, ete, are conecerned,
thelr principles are the same, north
or sonth, simply Lecause sectionalism
cannot be introduced to any advan-
tage ; but in those books where It
can be introduced Lo mlvantage, it s
inserted and is always wholly in the
favor of the north. 'Ihls runs to a
degree more or less In most all north.
ern literature, amd nowhere Is it more
apparent than in their histories. The
question, where sholl we get a velinble
history of the Unlted States? may be
classed with the gquestlons above,
Now I do not pretend to know all
ubout nortliern historics, but ns [ have
Leen engaged us a teacher for,some
fow yoavs, I pretend to know soveral
parts of soveral historios that [ have
taken partleular palns to examine.
In many of these parts I have found
in the author want of verncity, and a
strong disposition to view things
from ounly one side. Now under this
head [ will notico une book more par-
ticularly. This Is the popular and
well known history of 8. G. Good-.
rich. 1 do not know of a more weak,
narrow, false, contemptible history
than this, Still it is largely nsed in
our schoola, and I have heard it
hinted, and have reason to helinve,
that 1t will recelve strong suppert in
our county convention,

I have not heard much about that
conventlon, but there scema to be a
tendency 1o advocate the books that
have been and are now used., This
1 very good, provided the directors
give those books n fulr and impartinl
examination, amd they sult their
viewa, Dlut here, now, is a bLook
which if any falr minded man will
cxamine, he will kick it with con-
tempt Inte the fire. This Goodrich
ia the man that goes by the namo of
’eter Pavley. 1'eter Parley has writ-
ten n great many nlee littlo storles
for ciflldren, and is well suited for
that i but when he pretends to write
a histery of our country for our
youths to rend and study, o is as
much out of his sphere as was the
little tond that tried to swell to the
magnltuile of an ox,

This would-be historian and great
slmpleton maguidoes little pupitanie.l
deeds Into great wounclers, but takes
eare to leave out of his book thelr

great deeds of doviltry. But if you
wulit e

hils enuwer of our lnte wur. They
neatl no comments here, Ak every onn
enn get the hook, read and judge for
hitmself. Dt this Goodrich only ex-
prenses what mnny other norithern
alstorians hnlf-way express, nnd why
should we prefer one Inore than an-
other,

I am not iu favor of aectionalism.
I would give ns little heed 1o a flory
southern history us tothisone. What
we want 1a a correct, lmpartinl his-
tory of the Unired States, minua the
Intg wur. Ji that be lncurporatod by
thesn wonid-be historians any how,
L am In favor of the one that hus some
seurbiuneo to thoe truth.  But we have
used northern bouks for numbers ol
'ears } ow lek, us have a chan

ha
¢ winded aud lutullige

t sick of this self-magni- !
fled, would-be Hoevodlotus, just read |
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man work, and work mght and main
for sonuthern pnhlhhinr houses, aml
by this moaus teach his children the
groat and Imporiant fact—thnt the
northern section of our eountry does
not coutain all ef the Intelligence of
this grent and broad land,

There will be no lack of books for
discussion, for the country has beun
for tho past fow months literally
stocked with northern advertisements
in the form ot pamphlets, cte. They
ure almoat equal to the vermin in tho
daysief Pharoah in numbors,' while in
character they,are a great deal worse,
Wilson, Hinkle & Co., llarper & Bro.,
Barnes & Co., and so on, ad inflnitum,
have never consed since they Jearnec
the |mnn1‘u of the law, regarding
school books to favor the people witn
their presonts, anil they are dealt ons
Lo the people alinost by the cart Jond.
But boware ot these, and be not de-
celved. We should bo careful o
nlmlta no husty opinlons respecting
tham,

Thus far I hnve fortunately had tho
plessuro of gotting the pumphlets of
ono southern publishing house, w hiciy
[ believe is not generally knowp---
that of John P, Morton & Co. vr
Loulsville, In loeking over theis
ontalogue, I notice the names of muny
school buoks, aud among these But-
ler’'s grammar. Now [ llke thiu
grammur, principally becanse It ix
gotten up by southern tubll;lnen. 1z
is a gramnur that has been long and
successfully used In manv parts o)
our county, il hns, ae far as | know,
given entive satisinction. ‘There are
soine good things in othor grammure,
of conrse, that are not [n this, but
then there Is something In this whici
In not in others. Taken altogether, |
do not think we conld botter this de-
partment by a change, .

Towune's mathematics s published
here, but whatever sysiem of arith-
wmetics und nlgebras we adopt. woe
should notovorlook the geometry amd
trigonometry of that eminent Pros,
= Chauvenet of 8t. Louls, As fur
utility nnd deep learning he probabiy
has no superior in this country, Ray
ad Robinson not excepted.

Wheatley’s rhetoric und loglc are
very good books, published by Mor-
ton & Co. The st of these 1s well
known to many of our students,

Wobster's spellor and detlner s
also published by this company, nw
well us in the north. . Whethor pub-
lished in tho north or In the south,
avery one should nim to secure their
universal adoption,

But the lhlnlg wo need most from
the gouth—u history—Is not pub-
lished heve, nor don I know of asoutl-
ern history pubtished unywhere.
This fs the thing the convention
shonld look to with tho greatest in-
toreat, Inow just what you are fas
tening upor this county for the next
five years, Examiune carefully evaery
history proposed, and very, very
envetully the aceonnts of the Inte
war, OF the northern historles that
ara bofore tho people tor considern-
tlon, 1 wm Inclived to think that
Barno'siis the best. [ have not'seon his
now cdition, but in his old edition he
scems to shun ns bheat he enn that
northern prejudice and hatred which
so charactorizes these books. In his
reylew of the war le treats very
lightly tho eavses, 1o does not eail
the southern people rebels, and tyal-
tors, and five-caters, like the most ot
thieso bigots, but simply by the nanies
they choae for thewnselves—confodoer-
utes, Some history, of course, will
he adopted, but oh, our fathers, for
lleaven’s sake deliver us from that
Infamons, uboiminable Dluck Republi-
can cobcen of 8, G. Goodrich,

Reapectiully,
BTupENs.
e

MAsox1c CELEBRATION.—The Ma-
sonic lodgo at this place will have »
publio installeation of officers hiore vn
the 26th fnst. PPreparations are now
being mado by the mewbors to render
tho aftaiy & grand one. Nev. L. It,
Downing of Clarkaville will deliver
an oration; and them will come n
fonst of good things, so that thos
who do not enjoy the dazallug regalia
mny the futtad turkeys, lambs, ele. It
will doubtlcss be w wmugnifceut aftuir

—— e A B -

Coxcenr.—The puplis of the Troy
public und high sohoel will glve au
apiferisinment at the publie achool
hall on Friday evening, December 18,
The program will consist of music,
ilinloguos and statuurys Admission
20 ooms Cegmal

Baxy vi=llohry Rhodos was ar.
rosted sjshort Mime wluoe for steating
some clothing, 1o was tried Letorn
Judge Bdwards last Thureday, con-
vietod and séntoncod to two yoears Iu
tho peultintlary.

The fo'ilr ot_\;:kra:[ lhl_full]l In
the Cull Is cloarly sxemplified by their
condition slaco the receut ralns anil

& |
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snow, The mail hack Las to use fous
tioraen,




